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   The Call of the Gryphon 
               5 February 2010    No: 03 
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          DATES TO DIARISE 
 
 
MONDAY, 8TH FEBRUARY 
Speech screening for Reception and Year 1 
Western Province Literary Quiz 
 
 
TUESDAY, 9TH FEBRUARY 
Speech screening for Reception and Year 1 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY 
Blue Mountains sandwiches Year 6P 
 
 
THURSDAY, 11TH FEBRUARY 
Speech screening for Reception and Year 1 
 
 
FRIDAY, 12TH FEBRUARY 
Junior School Assembly – Cultural at 08h00 
CIVVIES DAY FOR THE WHOLE SCHOOL 
FOR VALENTINE’S DAY 
Valentine’s Day Dance for the Senior 
School 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, 17TH FEBRUARY 
Blue Mountains sandwiches Yr 6W 
Parents Forum in the school hall – Board of 
Governors report back from 17h30 to 19h00 
�
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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK……                    
 
Dear Parents  
 
IGCSE Results 
We are tremendously proud of the achievements of  
our Grade 11 class from 2009 as they acquitted  
themselves so well in the IGCSE Examinations last  
year. A photograph of our top achievers appears in this 
newsletter with details of their splendid results. 
In summary, of all the examinations written, 39% were  
awarded A* (> 90%) or A (> 80%), 69% were awarded A*, A or B (> 70%), and 
91% of the examinations recorded a score of C (> 60%) or above. 
These marks are a tribute to the work ethic of the class and the new approach to 
the curriculum, which is beginning to show early signs of success. Well done to 
the staff who worked so long and so hard to make this success possible. Well 
done to our 2010 Final Year students. Keep your heads down and continue the 
good work. We look forward to some excellent results at the end of 2010. 
 
This year’s Grade 11 class write IGCSE in May/June rather than November and 
we challenge them to go the extra mile to improve on these especially as they 
are writing six months earlier. 
 
AS Levels 
Sadly, we have to report that the Grade 12’s of 2009 did not fare nearly as well 
as their Grade 11 counterparts. Although it was a small class of 13 pupils, they 
came off a relatively low IGCSE base from 2008 and 10 achieved Matriculation 
passes. We are particularly pleased that 2 of the 13 - Amy Tegg and Jason Kahn 
passed with full Matriculation Endorsement.�
 The Grade 12’s of 2010 are far better prepared for the AS Level step-up by 
virtue of their IGCSE achievements, and those of 2011 will be even better 
equipped by virtue of an 18 month preparation period rather than the 12 month 
model.�
All of our staff, and in particular the Grade 12 tutors are working hard with the 
class of 2010 to ensure that their AS Level results reflect their IGCSE results. 
 
A Level 
Neil Turquand-Young, our first A Level student did well to achieve 3 C’s in 
English Literature, Business Studies and Geography, and will be going to 
university in the UK later this year – we wish him well in his tertiary studies. 
 
Courage Inspires 
 
Brendan Doolan 
HEADMASTER 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHESTERHOUSE CONTACT DETAILS  
Phone: 021- 975 6650          Fax: 021- 975 6649 

Email: infosenior@chesterhouse.co.za or infojunior@chesterhouse.co.za 
Webpage:  www.chesterhouse.co.za  

Cnr. Mosselbank River & Falcon Streets, D’Urbanvale Estate, Durbanville 7550 
�

 
TRAFFIC CONGESTION 

ISSUES: 
WE ASK FOR YOUR 

ASSISTANCE 
 

Early morning traffic congestion 
continues to be a problem.  

We ask parents to please observe 
the “Stop and Drop”  rules and to 
avoid “walking children to class” in 

the big building 
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FROM OUR JUNIOR SCHOOL HEAD……………………  
 
Dear Parents 
 
It was wonderful walking through the school last Friday and seeing our clubs 
programme in action for the Key Stage 2 pupils.  The children were all 
involved in different clubs, learning new skills and also having fun.  The 
photographic club must have snapped every aspect of the school life in their 
50 minutes.  I can’t wait to see how they are going to put the photos together.  
The clubs programme involves more than ten clubs ranging from arts and 
crafts, chess, to beginners Spanish. Ole!! 
 
As you are aware, Chesterhouse is undergoing a school evaluation led by a 
team of teachers and mentors appointed by the Independent Schools’, 
Independent Quality Assurance Agency (IQAA). You will have received a 
questionnaire to fill in about the school and I would ask that the forms are 
returned by Wednesday, 10 February as we need to submit them to IQAA for 
analysis.  In order to get a valid result we would like to have a 100% return.  
PLEASE REMEMBER NOT TO BEND, FOLD, STAPLE OR CRUMPL E THE 
FORMS.  Damaged forms cannot be read by the optical scanner. 
 
Next Friday is our annual Valentine’s civvies day.  The children may wear red 
and white but they need to pay R5.00 for this privilege.  The money raised is 
donated to the Red Cross Children’s Hospital. 
 
 
Kind Regards 
Ann Cordner 
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL  
�

� 
REMINDERS 

 
Please ensure that the 

IQAA forms are returned 
to us by no later than 

Wednesday, 10th 
February. 

Please remember that 
these forms cannot be 
bent, folded, stapled or 

crumpled. 
Please let your children 

know this when they 
return them to school 

                    THE CHESTERHOUSE SENIOR SCHOOL TOP EIGHT IGCSE ACHIEVERS 
 

�

From the back, left to right: 
 
Alexander Chiu, Karl Kemp, 
Genshen Ming, Ethan 
Solomons. 
 
In the front, from left to right: 
 
Lericia Wessels, Courtney 
Baxter and Caroline 
Johnston. 
Robyn Parker was absent. 

 A* A 

Alexander Chiu 8 1 

Genshen Ming 4  1 

Caroline Johnston 5 2 

Lericia Wessels 4 2 

Ethan Solomons 2 5 

Courtney Baxter 2 4 

Robyn Parker 3 2 

Karl Kemp 2 5 
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                                                    THE JUNIOR SCHOOL PREFECTS 
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Back row from left to right: 
 
Tessa Hall Deputy Head Prefect , Kayla Tait, 
Matthew Roman Deputy Head Prefect , Ian 
O’Brien and  
Ella Nyongesa our Head Prefect  
 
Front row from left to right: 
 
 Hilton Pieters and Joshua Eagles 
�

 
The Chesterhouse Junior School prefects were 
formally inducted at a prefect’s assembly last 
Friday, 29th January when they received their 
prefect badges presented to them by the prefect 
teachers in charge, Mr. Matthee, Miss Puren and 
our headmaster Brendan Doolan. Ann Cordner 
awarded the certificates of achievement and 
wished the children well. After the formal 
ceremony, the prefects and their parents enjoyed 
refreshments in the staff room. Congratulations to 
all our prefects and our very best wishes for the 
very important task that they have taken on.              
�

Year 7 has started with a bang this year. With so many new faces, subject teachers and work we decided to take a 
ten minute breather and share with you our experiences of the first 3 weeks in Year 7. 
�

�

This is what Year 7 P thought: 
 
Daniel le Roux:  I have experienced hard work. I 
have experienced rushing a lot, but Year 7 is fun. 
Bryce Pope:  I have experienced hard work, tons 
of hard work and fun times so far. 
Matthew Roman:  It has been hard work but it is 
nice to have so many books and lots of 
homework. 
Tessa Hall:  I have experienced lots of hard work 
but I have also experienced lots of fun with all the 
different teachers. 
Melissa Ward:  I have learnt a lot academically 
and how great it is to have friends as this is the 
first school I’ve had any. 
Joshua Neethling:  I have experienced that Year 
7 is fun but is also hard work and that it will be a 
nice year. 
 

�

 
Sean Mulder:  I have experienced lots of work/homework. It has got a lot harder and you must have the attitude 
to get down and do your work. 
Skye Smit:  I have experienced lots of homework but it is fun hanging with my new friends and we have lots of 
laughs. 
Jade Sowter:  Lots of work and homework but also lots of laughs and smiles at break time. Great friends. 
Vejonepher Baard:  The first 3 weeks was really hard with lots of work to do but it has been fun and I’ve made 
lots of friends. 
Albert van Zyl:  The first 3 weeks have been quite fun. It is nice to be in Year 7 . 
Carla Joos:  I think it is much harder than Year 6 there is more work. 
Kayla Tait:  Year 7 is very different from Year 6. We already have loads of homework. On the bright side, I have 
a FANTASTIC teacher! 
Kyle Warren:  Year 7 holds more difficult challenges, but I embrace them. But Year 7 won’t be all work – I can’t 
wait for the fun. 
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This is what Year 7 M thought: 
�
Rudolph du Plessis : “Personally I would say 
that the work has gotten harder and more, 
also, there are more teachers teaching us” 
Inspirational Quote: The future depends on 
what we do in the present. 
 Ella Nyongesa : “ In Grade 7 we get a lot of 
homework  which I’m learning to cope with, but 
I think  everyone is getting use to it.” 
Inspirational Quote: If we make a small change 
together we can make a big difference. 
Leche Whiteman : “Year 7 is exciting. I have 
been forced to change my opinion and view on 
school and my  life as a scholar.” 
Insipirational Quote: Live everyday happy, 
because one smile makes such a difference. 
�

Michelle Groenwald : “ I think being in Grade 7 means that we need to be more mature and take things more 
seriously.” 
Inspirational Quote: For beautiful eyes, see the good things in others, for beautiful lips, speak only words of 
kindness, and for poise walk with the knowledge that you are never alone. 
Tia Bulgen : “ I have been loving Chesterhouse and am so glad that I have been able to come into a new school 
with such high academic standards. 
Inspirational Quote: It is better to be blind and have a vision, thank to be able to see and have none. 
Hilton Pieters:” Less time to do more work.” 
Inspirational Quote: It’s not whether you fall down, its whether you get back up! 
Lorena Cozzolino : “ I enjoy Year 7 a lot, but, I find it harder than Year 6. 
Inspirational Quote: When you know what you want, and you want it badly enough, you will find a way to get it. 
Joshua Eagles : “The year has been awesome so far and I’m learning a lot.” 
Inspirational Quote: It’s not whether we win or lose it’s how we take the fall. 
Weston Peiser:  “ Grade 7 is difficult and the school is a lot different from my previous school. 
Inspirational Quote: If at first you don’t succeed, try again! 
 Meredith Nicol : “ Grade 7 so far is one of the best experiences and what a great school!” 
Inspirational Quotes: We are here to add what we can, not what we can get from life. 
Kailee Robinson : “Work is much harder, but I am enjoying every bit of Grade 7. 
Inspirational Quote: It’s not what others think of you it’s about what you think about yourself. 
Tristan Johns:  “The work in Grade 7 is much harder than Grade 6. It’s weird that we have a lot of teachers.” 
Inspirational Quote Seventy percent of success in life is showing up. 
Ian O’Brien : “ Grade 7 has been absolutely amazing, all the teachers and activities are very interesting.” 
Inspirational Quote:  Dedication, Motivation and determination 

                                  THE WESTERN PROVINCE EXCLUSIVE BOOKS LITERARY QUIZ  
�
The following students have been chosen to take part in the Western Province leg of the Exclusive books Lit Quiz 
on Monday 8/02/2010. New Zealander, Wayne Mills will be the quiz master.  Our teams have been working hard 
and are looking forward to taking part this year. We wish them well for the competition. 
 
Team members are: 
 
Team 1:  Tessa Hall, Emma Williams; Daniel Chiwara and Tao de Jager 
 
Team 2:  Hilton Pieters, James Loubser, Amber Paynter and Rachel Laubscher 
 
Reserves:  Margot Wentzel, Ella Roberts and Caitlyn Wolfe. 
�
Kim van der Merwe and Jackie Perry 
�
A SPECIAL APPEAL …… 
All WINE that has not been collected yet from last years’ Cinderella and Rockerfella play must be collected before 
Friday 19th February. 
There are still a few CD’s and DVD’s available at R120 for a CD/DVD combo, R100 DVD and R50 for a CD 
 
�
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            AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT FROM OUR ADMI NISTRATION DEPARTMENT 

The Debit Order system  for payment of school accounts is now fully operational. We urge parents to make use of 
this system to facilitate payment of accounts and ask that Maureen van der Riet is contacted to make the 
necessary arrangements. 
Mrs. Van der Riet’s contact details are: 
School telephone number: 021 975 6650 
Mrs. Van der Riet’s direct line: 021 975 4779 
Email address: m.vdriet@chesterhouse.co.za  
 

                                                              THE SPORT REPORT 

  
 
Summer sports have taken off with a bang this term and it is very inspiring to see all our children of all ages taking 
part in the various sports discipline practices. The leagues and matches have not yet been confirmed by the 
external school associations for tennis and softball and we wait for those to be released soon. 
Cricket, however, is alive and well and most schools are very busy with cricket matches in most age groups. 
CRICKET 
Our first team  played their first league match last week Saturday and our boys did well. The 1st XI played De 
Kuilen High School and De Kuilen won by the faintest of margins – 5 runs. Well done to Peter Cyster who took 5 
wickets, Seth Adams who took 3 and Alexander Spanellis who took 2. Ethan Solomons scored 58 runs while 
Darren Abrahams and Brandon Clacher scored 41 and 31 respectively. 
Our U15 A’s  also played on Saturday against Edgemead High and our boys in this team continue to improve with 
each performance. Congratulations to Matthew Sylvester and Fabio Ricciardi who took 3 wickets each. Robert 
Marshall and Matthew Sylvester scored the runs for Chesterhouse. 
The U15 B’s  played a mid week match against Bosmandam High School and bowled them out for 25 having 
scored 75/8 in 21 overs. Well done to Matthew Sylvester and Weston Peiser who put on the runs and to our 
bowlers, Carlton Galant and Weston Peiser (again) who each took 3 wickets. 
The U19 B team also played a mid week match against CBC Parklands and narrowly missed a victory. 
Congratulations go to Corbin Costley who hit 74 runs off 56 balls and Robert Marshall who scored 29 runs off 28 
balls. Good bowling performances go to Joel Adams, Corbin Costley and Jason Dunk. 
 

                                                   
                                                     THE SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
Sonya Adams has established the Chesterhouse Second Hand Uniform shop. We know that many parents have 
requested this for some time and we are very pleased that it is now a reality. The location of the uniform shop was 
the issue that kept some wondering where to place it, but thanks to the spatially perceptive minds of Ryno 
Loubser and Brendan Doolan and the handiwork of Craig Taitz, Sonya is able to operate this from the cubicle 
under the stairs near the Fire Escape door. The stock has been sorted and laundered and is kept in clean boxes 
in the garage space in the admin house. 
Parents who wish to return their children’s uniform to the school when it becomes too small, may do so to the 
second hand uniform shop. These uniform items will be kept on consignment and the money owed to parents will 
be paid out only when the items have been sold. There is a “quality team” that assists Sonya to determine in what 
category the items fall and this determines the price that the garment will be sold for.  
 
 The hours of the uniform shop are as follows: 
Monday to Friday: 7.30am to 8.00am AND 1.00pm to 2. 00pm or by appointment. 
Sonya’s numbers are: at the school 021 975 6650 OR 074 422 8963 
 
                          Winter uniform stock will be available at the secon d hand shop from next week. 
�

 
Tanya Lategan, our sports director has gone on maternity leave 
earlier than she was expecting. We wish Tanya all the best while 
she is away and can’t wait to see baby Lategan. 
We are fortunate that with the appointment of Gary Gilder as the 
Director of Cricket, Tanya’s very important role in the life of 
Chesterhouse, has been able to be handed over to Gary, and 
from this week, Gary has taken over all matters relating to sport. 
For any queries, please feel free to contact Gary on: 
g.gilder@chesterhouse.co.za 
 
�
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We see many parents in any given week of our terms desperately trying to find their children’s missing uniform, 
sports, lunch box and even book items. Our limited space makes matters even more frustrating as it becomes 
difficult to ensure that items are easy to find. We are seeking for many solutions to this problem and have come 
across a company that provides marking labels – just about for everything. We asked Cindy from Tag-A-long to 
mark a few items for us with their labels – a cap, a juice bottle and a pencil. We were satisfied with the result. The 
team at Tag-A-long has kindly agreed that Chesterhouse receives an amount towards our school from sales made 
to our parents. 
All you have to do is collect the ready stamped envelope from Joan Norton at the Junior School, complete the 
details on the envelope, place the money as per your order inside the envelope and return it to Joan Norton who 
will get Cindy to come and fetch it. 
Everything is neatly packaged for your convenience in an environmentally friendly paper bag and delivered back to 
Joan for your collection. Easy!  
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                                                                 Primary School Children  
New personalized Iron-on Labels 50 units  

Lunchbox Labels 20 units  
Book Labels 20 units  

Stationery Labels 100 units 
All for only R120 per package 

                                                                 Pre-Primary School  
New personalized Iron-on Labels 50 units  

Lunchbox/Water bottle Labels 20 units  
All for only R80 per package 

                                                            Note:  1 x name per batch 
                                 Please place all orders with Joan Norton at the Junior School 
 
�

TERM DATES FOR 2010 
 

TERM  PERIOD 
Term 1 Wednesday 20 January – Friday 26 March 
Term 2 Wednesday 7 April – Friday 11 June  
Term 3 Tuesday 13 July – Thursday 23 September 
Term 4 Tuesday 5 October – Friday 3 December 

 
                                               The 2010 World Cup starts on Wednesday 9 June �
�


