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From the Headmaster
Barry Nieuwoudt

“PLEASE and THANK YOU...two polite phrases which are slowly disappearing from
our vocabulary.” ' Anthony T.Hincks

Last week Friday, we had the pleasure of attending the 2017 Matric Farewell, held at
Eureka in Durbanville. We could not have asked for a more perfect evening for our
Grade 12 students. They looked absolutely spectacular and as always, their respectful
behaviour was a true testament to the wonderful education they received at home and
school over all the years. We are extremely proud of this group. A big thanks goes out to Lian Gimenez
for all the arrangements made for this special evening.

On Monday, 24 July we held our Mid-Year Academic awards ceremony at our Clara Anna Fontein
campus for our College students and on Friday, 28 July our Mid-Year Academic awards ceremony at our
Chesterhouse campus for our Preparatory students. We congratulate each of our Prize Winners for their
fantastic achievements and wish them well for the rest of the year. | am sure that we will continue to
improve on our current results towards the end of the year Prize Giving. Allow me the opportunity to also
thank the hard work by our dedicated teaching staff for all the efforts to ensure top results during the first 6
months.

We once again request that parents follow the traffic laws and to ensure that we are examples of good
citizens towards our neighbours, specifically at the Chesterhouse campus. We request that you do not
park on the red lines and that you deal with our neighbours in a respectful manner. Let's set examples to
our children on exemplary behaviour.

We furthermore request that parents make use of our open-door policy regarding any concerns you might
have within the school, rather than getting involved in “car-park” talk and spreading unnecessary rumours.

It is with great disappointment that we have to say goodbye to one of our Grade 3 teachers, Megan
Versfeld. Megan suddenly resigned during the holiday to take up an opportunity best suited for her. We

wish her well for the future.
EARLY LEARNING

The week in Early Learning School was an action-packed week with plenty of learning and fun activities.
We carried on with our discussions about Prehistoric Times. Every day was an exciting journey of discovery
as we learnt more about the ancient times and what it all entails.



Questions that we discussed were: “Why did dinosaurs live2 How did they become extinct2 Where did
their names come from2 What does evolution mean? Are we still evolving2 How much does a volcano
weigh?” Some very inferesting answers came out of these discussions. Luke Brown in Stage 3 told us all
about the ‘Saber Tooths” and that they hunt in groups of ten to take down a mammoth. It is his favourite
extinct animal. Sebastian Schneiders was interested in the meat and plant eating dinosaurs. Nathan
Yadla in Stage 4 was fascinated by the cave drawings and wanted to know why they painted on rocks
and not paper. Taylor Brown wanted to know more about skeletons and how they can be perfectly
preserved for so long. In Stage 5 Pedro Souza said that the plant eating dinosaurs were his absolute
favourite. Leia Schryvers had fun making fossils and enjoyed learning how they could have formed under
the ground.

On Tuesday, we enjoyed bringing our favourite dinosaur to school. In Stage 5 the children used dinosaur
footsteps to measure spaces and objects in class. We invented rock paintings and drew on paper, under
the tables, like the people used to do in the past. This has been such an exciting and informative theme.
The children thoroughly enjoyed learning about times passed whilst they settled back into routine.

The Stage 5 teachers would like to extend a warm thank you to all the parents who helped to make our
cake sale a huge success.

Just a reminder, Tuesday 1 August (Stage 1 — 3) and Wednesday 2 August (Stage 4 and 5) ELS class
and individual photos will be taken.

PREPARATORY

SCHOOL: FROM A GRADE 3 PERSPECTIVE

Grade 3 is the end of the Junior Preparatory phase. It is the Grade where we work with our children to
ensure they are independent and well prepared for the start of Senior Preparatory. We asked our Grade 3
children to write about what they thought of Grade 3 so far. This could include exciting things they had
learnt or something they are proud of having achieved.

“| learnt to write much smaller. It was hard to learn but | finally did it!” - Gabriele Gazzilli
Grade 3 so far is awesome. I've got a lot of friends that support me.” - Emma Lategan
“In Grade 3 so far | have gained new friends and lost some. I've been new before but when | started

Grade 3 | had a warm feeling inside me. | felt positively happy. Now when new kids are here, | always
reach out to them. | have to say my favourite subject is reading.” - Sarah Roberths



“Grade 3 has been quite an incredible experience. | have so many friends, | do well in my work and |
have a wonderful, calm teacher who loves me. | hope the joy never ends. In Grade 3 we do so many fun
activities and when | go to Grade 4, | will always remember the fun times we had this year.” — Boni Yan

“There are so many things to love about Grade 3. | loved it when we went to the Lion Sanctuary on an
outing. | loved learning about Ancient Egypt in History and Ancient Egypt Day was so much fun! | also
really enjoy the subject Science. | love my teacher and | love it when we celebrate birthdays!” — Kaylah
Finch

“My favourite thing about Grade 3 was when we learnt about the Ancient Egyptians, mostly when we
learnt about mummification. The special instrument they use to take out the brain was my favourite part.”

- Keira Allen

“My favourite thing was the Egyptian Math. It was a challenge and that's why [ liked it. It was fascinating,
fun and hard and that's how | like my work.” - Reece Bald

“| loved learning about Ancient Egypt. It's amazing how they built the pyramids, isn’t it2 What about the
amulets to protect them? Isn’t that cool? The sphinx, | think, is so weird without a nose. The pyramids were
so well designed. | heard you can't even put a slip of paper between the blocks of rock. The pyramids
were designed to point straight into the sky because they thought it would shoot them up like a cannon to
Heaven.” - Joshua Lewis

“My favourite thing is Life Skills because in Life Skills | can open up and talk about my feelings. Life Skills
helps me learn how to control my emotions.” - Sarah Clayton

Last night a number of people from the Reddam House Durbanville family got together to witness Private
Chef, Neill Anthony in action.

What a fremendous evening. Good wine, great food and amazing company.
An evening to remember.

Rehearsals for our musical 'In the Habit' - a Reddam House spin on the popular movie Sister Act - are on
the go and going strong.

We look forward to having you attend our show at the end of August. Ticket sales will open on Monday 7
August.

COLLEGE MID-TERM ACADEMIC AWARDS

On Monday 24 July our Mid-Year Academic awards ceremony was held. Mr Nieuwoudt shared his rules
for being amazing:

Risk more than is required. Learn more than is normal. Be strong. Show courage. Breathe. Excel. Love.
lead. Speak your truth. Live your values. Laugh. Cry. Innovate. Simplify. Adore mastery. Release
mediocrity. Aim for genius. Stay humble. Be kinder than expected. Deliver more than is needed. Exude
passion. Shatter your limits. Transcend your fears. Inspire other by your bigness. Dream big but start
small. Act now. Don't stop. Change the World.



Mrs Olsen encouraged students to develop a growth mindset

“When people first learn about growth mindset, some think it means to believe that “you can succeed if you
just try harder.” There's more to it than that. For you to have a growth mindset, you should understand that
trying harder —and trying new strategies—not only helps you to succeed at the current task but also helps
you to succeed in the future by strengthening your brain.”

We congratulate the top three students in each grade:
Grade 8:

1+ Jenna Rapson 2d Zea De Bruyn 3 Rachel Pereira

Grade 9

1¢ Zanita Volschenk 24 Keenan Kapnias 3 Paige Forrester

Grade 10
1+ Sean La Grange 2" Carli Loubser 3" Zaahid Mukuddem



